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Good News Preschool 
 

LOCATION The preschool is located on the campus of Jesus the Divine Word 
Catholic Church. The mailing address is 885 Cox Road, 
Huntingtown, Maryland 20639.  The telephone number is (410) 
414-8304 Ext.15.  The fax number is (410) 535-9057.  Our e-mail 
address is preschool@jesusdivineword.org. Our website address is 
www.jesusdivineword.org/preschool.  

 
 

PHILOSOPHY  It is the mission of the Good News Preschool to promote the 
social, emotional, cognitive, motor and spiritual development of 
three, four and five year old children within a fun-filled, loving, 
Catholic environment. 

 
 

LEARNING   Our learning environment is one in which the uniqueness of each 
ENVIRONMENT child is emphasized.  Our program offers developmentally 

appropriate activities for each age group in each instructional area.  
The class size for three-year-olds is limited to a maximum of 12 
children, and the class size for four-year-olds is limited to a 
maximum of 15 children. There are two teachers for each class.  
The teachers introduce key concepts of learning and provide 
opportunities and activities for children to explore these concepts 
in a hands-on environment.  Communication and social skills are 
encouraged through group activities and cooperative play.  
Enhancement of gross and fine motor skills is fostered within the 
classroom setting and during outside play.  “Creation stations” 
covering selected topics in science, social studies, mathematics, 
and language arts encourage both problem solving and creative 
growth.  The children experience prayer and celebration through 
music, traditions and Bible stories, while developing a sense of 
reverence for all life. 

 
 

   STAFF   Karen Burns and Patty O’Toole are co-directors and co-teachers 
 for both the 3-year old and 4-year old classes.  
 
 Karen has a Bachelor of Arts degree in communications from 

Hood College in Maryland. She has worked as a preschool teacher 
in Maryland and Virginia. Karen also taught reading in Florida 
elementary schools and substituted as a kindergarten teacher there. 
Karen teaches in the parish faith formation program. 

 
 Patty has a Bachelor of Science degree in biology from Yale 
University and a Master of Science degree in Nursing from Pace 
University in New York.  She is a registered nurse.  Patty has 

mailto:preschool@jesusdivineword.org
http://www.jesusdivineword.org/preschool
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taught various grades in the parish faith formation program and 
currently assists with the youth ministry program. 

 
 

PARENTAL The staff of Good News Preschool encourages communication 
INVOLVEMENT       and cooperation between school and home to make your child’s 

preschool experience the best it can be.  Our newsletter, “Good 
News,” will be sent home monthly via email to provide parents 
with the upcoming curriculum and special events.  Conferences 
will be held upon request.  A progress report will be sent home 
twice a year. 

  
Parents are asked to provide their child with a nutritious snack 
each day.  We suggest a small juice box or small water bottle and 
one snack.  Please remember that this is not lunch.  The children 
really only need a small snack to hold them until lunchtime. 
 
Any parents who have a special talent or interest and would like to 
share their gift with the children during the school day are 
encouraged to speak with the teachers. 

 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
 

REGISTRATION Good News Preschool is open to all of God’s little children. 
& ADMISSION              The school is open to all religious affiliations and races. 

 
 Registration fees are non-refundable.  Exceptions are granted for 

medical issues with written communication from a medical 
professional. 

  
 Pre-registration will be held to ensure enrollment of students in the 

following order of priority: 
1. Current students 
2. Siblings of current students 
3. Jesus the Divine Word parish members 

 
General registration will be held after pre-registration is 
completed.  Students will be accepted on a first come, first served 
basis.  A waiting list will be created if all student positions are 
filled. 

 
    

 
 
 



 3

Entrance Requirements: 
A. Children entering the 2009/2010 3-year old program 

must be 3 years of age by September 1, 2009. 
B. Children entering the 2009/2010 4-year old program 

must be 4 years of age by September 1, 2009. 
C. All children must be toilet trained. 
D. A completed Health and Immunization Form must be 

on file with the school. 
E. A completed Emergency Notification card must be on 

file with the school. 
F. A signed tuition agreement must be on file with the 

school. 
 

Entrance ages are based on the recommendation of the 
Archdiocese of Washington in accord with the Maryland State 
Department of Education kindergarten entrance requirements. 
 
 

POLICIES 
 
 

OPENINGS Our calendar year runs from early-September through the end of 
& CLOSURES May.  We will follow the Calvert County Public School calendar 

with regard to most vacation days.  We will be open when Calvert 
County schools have a 2-hour early dismissal day.  A list of days 
we will be closed can be found at the back of this handbook.  
Please post this in a prominent location for future reference. 

 
When there is a possibility of school closings or delayed openings 
due to bad weather, please follow the county’s public bulletins.  If 
Calvert County public schools are delayed, there will be no 
preschool class.  If heavy snows or icing begin during school 
sessions, parents should come early to pick up their children.  Days 
lost due to inclement weather will not be made up at the end of the 
school year. 
 

ARRIVALS Class Days: 
& DEPARTURES 
 3-year olds 
 Tuesday and Thursday  9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
 
 4-year olds 
 Monday, Wednesday, Friday  9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
  
 Parents are responsible for bringing their children to school and 

picking them up at the end of each session.  Children are required 
to be in the presence of an adult until the teacher greets them. The 
doors to the classroom will open at 9:00 a.m. 
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                                    Parents need to arrive on time for dismissal pick-up.  Written 
notice is needed if your child is in a carpool.  The teacher must be 
notified by a parent/legal guardian if the daily driving schedule 
changes.  Children will be allowed to leave only with those 
individuals specifically authorized by parents/legal guardians.  
This is to ensure the safety of the children.  All children must be in 
a car seat as required by state law. 

 
  
HEALTH Parents must notify teachers of all medical conditions and concerns 
ISSUES regarding their child.  Basic first aid will be administered in the 

event of minor injuries and written notification of the occurrence 
will be sent home that day.  Both teachers have completed the 
American Red Cross community First Aid, Safety, and CPR class 
specifically designed for early childhood caregivers.   

  
  
DISCIPLINE It is the policy of the Good News Preschool to maintain a 

positive approach regarding the matter of discipline.  A child may 
be told that there are some things he/she may not do at preschool.  
The first time a child displays inappropriate behavior, the teacher 
will try to encourage the child to try a different activity through 
redirection.  If the problem is not corrected, the teacher may take 
the child aside to try to discuss the problem.  Finally, the child may 
be asked to sit briefly in a chair to take time to calm down before 
rejoining the group.  

  
 Parents will be called to arrange a conference in cases where 

discipline is a continuous problem. The school reserves the right to 
dismiss a child from the program who is repeatedly disruptive to 
the class and who demonstrates an inability to accept adult 
direction. 

 
DRESS All clothing should be comfortable, suitable, and appropriate for 

weather and play conditions. Clothing should be easy for the 
child to manipulate in the bathroom. Closed toe shoes are 
strongly recommended as this helps prevent the child’s discomfort 
from the playground mulch and offers stability in walking up and 
down the hill to the playground and in running and playing. 
Children will be going outside each day when the weather permits 
and the temperature is above 40 degrees.  
 
On the first day of school, each child is to bring a change of 
clothes to keep at the school. This change of clothes should include 
underwear, socks, pants and a shirt.  These clothes should be 
placed in a plastic Ziploc bag with the child’s name printed clearly 
on the bag.   
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Please be sure to use sunscreen before coming to school on sunny 
days. 

 
FINANCIAL  Tuition is due on the first day of each month.  Any tuition not 

received by the 5th of each month will be subject to a late charge 
of $25.   

 
 M-W-F class tuition is $220/month 
 T-Th class tuition is $155/month 
 
 Payments should be delivered directly to the preschool in the 

designated envelopes provided by the school at the beginning 
of the school year. 

 
 For families with more than one child registered, the oldest child 
pays full tuition and any additional children receive a 25% 
discount. Regardless of the number of closings or delays due to 
weather conditions, there will be no tuition refunds.  In addition, if 
a child is taken out of school for vacation or illness, full tuition for 
that month is still due.  
 
 Good News Preschool requires one month written notice for 
withdrawal of your child from the preschool program. Failure to 
provide this notice will result in a charge equal to one month’s 
tuition. 

 
 
SICKNESS 

& EMERGENCY Out of generous concern for others, please do not send your 
child to school if she/he has a severe cold, cough or fever.  Please 
do not send your child to school if she/he has had diarrhea, 
vomiting, or fever within the last 24 hours.   

  
  If a child comes to school with an illness, the parent will be called 
to take the child home.  An emergency form with at least three 
persons who can be contacted during the day in case of sickness or 
an emergency must be completed and given to the school by the 
first day of class. 

 
 
TERMINATION Termination of enrollment may result from: 

1. Failure to pay tuition 
2. Withdrawal of the child by the parents 
3. Mutual agreement between the parents and the school if 

the child’s adjustment to the program is not satisfactory 
4. For any reason deemed justifiable and equitable by the 

preschool administration. 
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TOYS Children should not bring toys to school.  The school has a large 

inventory of toys for use during the school day.  Special times are 
set for a show-and-tell period.  If a special situation arises with 
something of interest or value to the child, please let the teacher 
know so they can arrange for a showing.  Please do not permit 
children to bring chewing gum, candy, or money to school. 
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DAILY  Our daily schedule will be as follows for the 3-year old program: 
SCHEDULE   

    9:00 – 9:15  Meet and Greet 
    9:15 – 9:30  First Circle Time 

(Prayer, calendar, weather, discuss unit 
theme and activities at each creation station,  

       letter and number recognition) 
    9:30 – 10:20  Creation Stations - Student initiated learning 
       at each of the activity centers (blocks, 
       art, book nook, dramatic play, mathematics  
       and manipulatives, science) 
    10:20 – 10:30  Clean-up and bathroom break 
    10:30 – 10:45   Snack Time 
    10:45 – 10:55  Quiet book and puzzle time 

10:55 – 11:05  Circle Time – Teacher initiated skill 
       development activities (language arts, 
       math, social studies, and/or science 
       activities) 
    11:05 – 11:30  Outside Play  
    11:30   Dismissal 
 
 
    Our daily schedule will be as follows for the 4-year old program: 
 
    9:00 – 9:15  Meet and Greet 
    9:15 – 9:30  Journal Time 
    9:30 – 9:50  First Circle Time 

(Prayer, calendar, weather, discuss unit 
theme and activities at each creation station, 

       letter and number recognition) 
    9:50 – 10:50  Creation Stations - Student initiated learning 
       at each of the activity centers (blocks, 
       art, book nook, dramatic play, mathematics  
       and manipulatives, science)   
    10:50 – 11:00  Clean-up and bathroom break 
    11:00 – 11:15  Snack Time 
    11:15 – 11:25  Quiet book and puzzle time 

11:25 – 11:35              Circle Time – Teacher initiated skill 
       development activities (language arts, 
       math, social studies, and/or science 
       activities) 
    11:35 – 12:00  Outside Play  
    12:00              Dismissal 
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2009-2010 SCHOOL YEAR 
 

Tuesday, August 25  T-Th class orientation 
Wednesday, August 26  M-W-F class orientation 
Tuesday, September 8  First day of school for 3-year old class 
Wednesday, September 9 First day of school for 4-year old class 
Wednesday, September 30      Picture day or M-W-F class 
Thursday, October 1  Picture day for T-Th class 
Thursday, October 29  Fall festival for T-Th class 
Friday, October 30  Fall festival for M-W-F class 
Monday, December 21  Christmas party for M-W-F class 
Tuesday, December 22  Christmas party for T-Th class 
Tuesday, May 11   Beach day for T-Th class 
Wednesday, May 12  Beach day for M-W-F class 
Monday, May 24   Last day of school for M-W-F class 
Tuesday, May 25   Last day of school for T-Th class 
Thursday, May 27  Graduation for M-W-F class 
 
 
 
 

DAYS NOT IN SESSION 
 

Friday, October 2 
Friday, October 9 
Friday, October 16 
Wednesday, November 11 
Wednesday, November 25 – Friday, November 27 
Wednesday, December 23 – Friday, January 1 (Classes resume Monday, January 4) 
Friday, January 15 
Monday, January 18 
Friday, January 22 (March for Life) 
Friday, February 5 
Monday, February 15 
Monday, March 29 – Monday, April 5 (Classes resume Tuesday, April 6) 
Monday, April 19 
 
 
 
Any changes in the calendar and any information regarding special dates and events will be 
posted in our monthly Good News newsletter. 

  
  
 

 
 

    
 



 9

 
 
  

 
  



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings true
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /PDFX1a:2001
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<


    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>



    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 6.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 6.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>


    /SKY <>

    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 6.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [576.000 828.000]
>> setpagedevice


